
Computing  
INTENT 
Our computing curriculum is designed to equip children with skills and life-long 
understanding to live in a growing technological world. The core of computing at 
Whitnash is computer science in which pupils are taught the principles of information 
technology and computation, how digital systems work and how to put this 
knowledge to use through programming. We want all pupils to become digitally 
literate and competent end-users of a variety of computing technologies. All this is 
built on the foundation of keeping safe online. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
We have a discreet timetable for the development of ICT skills based on the 
National Curriculum and supported by the Purple Mash Scheme of Work for the 
teaching, planning and assessment of work across all year groups. Having discreet 
lessons ensures that children are able to develop depth in their knowledge and skills 
over the duration of each topic. This, along with a cross-curricular approach, ensures 
transferable skills across subjects in all areas of the curriculum.  
 
The children develop their skills through the use of laptops/netbooks and iPads. 
The predominant use of Microsoft Windows allows children to become familiar with 
well-known and widely-used software such as Word, Excel and PowerPoint but also 
using newer programmes such as Sway. These are backed up with a range of online 
material too such as Scratch. Each child has access to the internet and is taught how 
to use it appropriately and safely alongside how search engines and websites 
operate. The importance of Online Safety is taught regularly from an early age and 
underpins all computational learning: Our annual Online Safety Week is the 
centrepiece of this. 
 
IMPACT 
We encourage our children to enjoy and value the curriculum we deliver. By the end 
of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the skills and 
processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Through questioning and 
unpicking each Programme of Study along with ongoing summative assessment, 
teachers are able to record the progress and attainment of each pupil against the 
expectations of the National Curriculum.  
 
There is no longer a 'technology' aspect in the EYFS framework. However, to 
develop children’s Understanding of the World, children will listen to a broad 
selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems which will foster their 
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse 
world. Reception children at Whitnash will also have opportunity to use technology 
for particular purposes and it will be used as a tool for enhancing learning in all areas 
of the Early Year Foundation Stage.   Children will be taught to create rather than 
just consume. We will teach them the skills to create with technology in the way 
same we teach them to create with other tools. 
 
The impact of our ICT curriculum will enable our children to leave school fully 
computer literate but also understand the need for the right balance between 
technology and a healthy lifestyle. Children will, as well as having a working 
knowledge of how to use a range of software, have a wide computational vocabulary 



which they can use in their everyday lives. The way in which pupils showcase, share, 
celebrate and publish their work will demonstrate a creative approach and successful 
impact of our curriculum. Through the teaching of internet safety, children will 
become aware of the risks and consequences involved and be able to seek support 
from the appropriate places. 
 
*Unsupervised access is not allowed and the school is supported through the 
Warwickshire Education Service to ensure that our internet is appropriately 
'Firewalled'. 
 


