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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

On Transition Day on Wednesday we met the wonderful parents and children who will be 
starting with us in September. It was such a positive ‘Stay and Play’ session. Not only were 
the children amazing and so settled, there was a great vibe amongst the parent community. 

Mr Hitchins and I thoroughly enjoyed having a cup of tea with everyone and getting to know our new 
families. We were also extremely proud to take some of the families, who had not been able to look around 
the school previously, on a tour. The feedback from these parents, who got to see the school in action, with 

vibrant classes, children working hard and children’s work so wonderfully displayed in corridors was so 
positive.  We felt so proud of our school!  

 
All other children across the school also had a great transition day and staff enjoyed getting to know the 

children ready for September. It is always a nervous time for our children, but they all coped brilliantly. Well 
done to all of you.  

 
Today children have enjoyed the long awaited, Frisbee Friday. Staff have been supporting 
and encouraging children across the school to learn how to throw a Frisbee. As part of the 
Healthy Schools initiative Whitnash were keen to think of new, fun ways to get our children 
active. For many children learning to throw a Frisbee is a new skill and by teaching them 
today, encouraging their interest, and sending them home with their very own ‘Frisbee 
Friday’ Frisbee for parents to continue playing with their children, we are hoping many 

children continue to get active and enjoy playing.  The Frisbees we have purchased are 
made of recycled plastic. If your child no longer wants their Frisbee at anytime, please return to school for 
use at playtimes rather than throw it away.  We are conscious of our eco-responsibility, and keen that our 

Frisbees never end up in landfill. 
 

We thank Miss Brown this week for all of her hard work raising the profile of Road Safety in 
our school recently. As a result, our school has been assessed and  awarded the WCC 

Bronze Road Safety award. This is a great platform for us to build on further next year and 
to continue to support our children with their understanding of how to travel to school in a 

safe and sustainable way. 

OUR JUST GIVING PAGE IS STILL 
ACTIVE 

 
As a community we have raised 25% of our 
£10,000 target. Let’s keep going! If you can 
keep giving, please do - all donations will be 
well-received and will enable us to do what 

we can to help in this terrible situation.   
 

Don’t forget our Just Giving Page on our 
website: 

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com 

Just a reminder that End of Year school 
reports will be coming out to all parents 

on Monday. There is an optional 
opportunity on Wednesday after school 
to discuss your child’s report with the 

current class teacher should any parent 
wish to. This is an open invitation and 

there is no need to book and appointment time.  
 

As you are aware, next week is going to be extremely 
hot! Please ensure your children are sent to school 

with their water bottle, have had sun cream applied at 
home and have a sun hat with them. Many thanks.  

 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.  

 
Mrs Ellison  

Headteacher 

http://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com


Achievements 04.07.22 

So, word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ASH 
Certificates being awarded to MAPLE, ASH 

for achieving their next Million.  
 

Keep up all the amazing reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 101,601  8,639  

Hawthorn 48,750  0 

Pine 1,048,315  32,362  

Cedar 785,395  1,722  

Maple 2,158,338  258,620   

Sycamore 1,321,780  11,313  

Juniper 1,582,249  47,797  

Ash 9,043,610  471,793  

Elm 14,178,888 170,505  

Oak 11,076,093  75,484 

TOTAL 41,345,019  1,078,235  

Maple – Gursher 
For always being a really enthusiastic and 

supportive member in the classroom across all 
lessons, especially Maths! keep it up Gursher! 

Sycamore – Ollie 
Ollie has worked so hard to improve both his 
handwriting and spelling! It is making a real 

difference to his writing. Keep it up Ollie! 

Juniper – George 
For working really hard on your writing and making 
sure all of your work is neatly presented. You have 
made sure all your capital letters and full stops are 
in the right place and consistently kept you writing 

the same size . Keep up the good work! 

Ash – Anam 
Anam, you have settled into out class brilliantly. 
Your behaviour is outstanding and you show an 
amazing attitude to work. You are a wonderful 

addition to our class and we hope you feel happy 
here at Whitnash. 

Elm –Amelie 
Amelie has worked hard over the last few weeks in 

drama, maths and English. A role-model for all. 
Well done, Amelie. 

Oak – David 
For his wonderful acting skills. He offered himself 
for a part that he wasn't expecting and has put all 

his efforts into giving a great performance. Break a 
leg David! 

Holly – Angel 
For being such a wonderful and kind friend! Angel 
has been so welcoming and caring towards two 

new children in our class. Well done Angel. 

Ivy – Madeleine 
Maddie has been showing some brilliant learning 
behaviours this week. She was completing her 

writing challenge and was asked to reflect on her 
work. She did not give up when she was presented 
with this challenge and she persevered. She used 
her skills of reflection to improve her writing and re-
wrote her brilliant description of the pirate dinosaur. 

Well done Maddie this is great work! 

Hazel - Sami 
Sami has tried so hard this week with his writing. 

He has written a super version of 'Handa's 
Surprise' and he has used lots of adjectives for 

description. Well done Sami. 

Hawthorn - Daisy 
Daisy has been working hard and has achieved her 
44 club this week. This is an amazing achievement 

in year 1! Well done Daisy! 

Pine – Nathan 
For having a super, scientific mind and for sharing 

all of his extensive knowledge with us. 
Cedar – Olivia 

Olivia has been working hard on improving her 
handwriting this week. She has done some lovely 

work and worked really hard - Well done. 
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Last year’s 
Class 

Moving to: Teacher Other Information 

N/A Reception:  HOLLY Mrs Jennings (Early 
Years Leader) 

TA’s 
  

Miss Gilfillan 
Mrs Reading 
Mrs O’Brien 
Mrs Lingard 

N/A Reception:  IVY Mrs Henshaw 
(Formally Miss 
Russell) 

Holly Year 1 : HAWTHORN Miss McDermott 

Ivy Year 1: HAZEL 
  

Mrs Hackett (Formally 
Miss McCourt) / Mrs 
Bowyer 

Hazel Year 2: CEDAR Mrs Chaudhry (am) / 
Mrs Roger (pm) 

Teachers 
Mrs Roger - 
Boosters 

Hawthorn Year 2: PINE Mrs Norris 

Pine Year 3: SYCAMORE Miss Brown Mrs Mocanu 
Mondays -  All day in 
Sycamore. 
Tue-Fri am in both 
classes. 

Cedar Year 3:  MAPLE Miss Hawkins 

Maple Year 4: CHESTNUT Mrs Ford   

Sycamore Year 4: JUNIPER Miss Lewandowski   

Juniper Year 5: ASH Mr Jones   

Ash Year 6:  OAK Mrs Giles Miss Simmons on 
her return Elm Year 6: ROWAN Miss Stevens 



Hello Everyone! 
 

I'm confused. I have been the School Dog Mentor for 
two months now. I know where all the classes are, I 

know all the teachers, I know all the children.  
 

But then, on Wednesday, you all moved!! Aaaargh! I went to 
see Mrs Rogers, and Miss Hawkins was in there! I wanted to 
see my friends in Year 6 with Miss Giles but Mr Jones was 

there with Year 4! Year 5 had swapped classrooms and there 
was someone I didn't recognise teaching one of them! To 

make matters worse, I couldn't find Year 6 at all! It was 
enough to put me off my liver treats. 

 
A lot of really small people did arrive in the morning and then 

again in the afternoon and they were all really pleased to meet 
me. I didn't recognise any of them though and I've not seen them since. 

 
As usual, I wasn't at school on Thursday and Friday, so I'm not sure if things are 

back to normal.  
 

This is going to worry me all weekend. 
 

Blue  

 
HOT WEEK AHEAD 

 
As you are aware, next 

week is going to be extremely 
hot! Please ensure your 

children are sent to school with 
their water bottle, have had sun 
cream applied at 
home and have a 
sun hat with them.  



 Do you want to join our PTA? 
 

We have been very fortunate in years gone by to have an active 
group of people who work hard organising activities and events to 

raise money for the school. 
  

However, due to the impact of the pandemic, the school’s PTA could not 
operate and have since left.   

 
We would welcome parental involvement in our school community again and are keen to 

build a new PTA to work with.  
  

All parents/carers are welcome to join.  Meetings are held regularly and we are always 
looking for new ideas for raising money and are very grateful for everyone's support.  You do 
not have to make all or any of the meetings, just helping out on one or two events would still 

be an amazing help. 
  

Please leave your contact details with the school office if you can come on board. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Increase in School Meal Prices 

 
Educaterers, who are our school meal providers, have avoided raising their prices for as long 

as possible but can no longer prolong the inevitable. They have worked incredibly hard to 
ensure that they are keeping the increases to the absolute minimum whilst enabling them to 

continue their commitment to locally sourcing and offering the best quality meals. 
 

Therefore, unfortunately, there will be a small increase of 5p in the price of school meals 
effective from 1st September 2022, making the cost of school meals £2.40 each. 

Current COVID guidance 
 

As guidance is changing as we start to get back to some sort of normality, we thought 
we would just update you on the current Government guidance. 

 
A positive test is three days isolation for children and five for adults. 

 
 Children and young people with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore 

throat, or slight cough, who are otherwise well, can continue to attend their 
education setting. 

 
 Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature 

should stay at home and avoid contact with other people, where they can. 
They can go back to school, college or childcare, and resume normal 
activities when they no longer have a high temperature and they are well 
enough to attend. 



 
 
 
 

Cerys recently competed at the UK's biggest cheerleading competition to complete her first 
season as a competitive cheerleader.  Mom is very proud to say that her team came 3rd out 

of 14!  
 

Here are some photos of her trophies this season.  
 

Her team have won a total of four 1st places, one second place, one third place, one Grand 
champion and one Royal champion!  

 
Well done Cerys 

Captain Stewpot went into Holly & Ivy classes and took 
the treasure they were looking after for Captain Flynn. 

 
So, they all dressed up as pirates today so they could 

learn to be a pirate and get the treasure back. 
 

Did they do it? 
 

… you will have to wait until next week!  



 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated 
their Parent Pay account.   

 
Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you 

to miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you 
please activate your Parent Pay account.  

You won’t need to register a payment card 
and no bank details are requested.  This is 
only asked for when you make a payment.  
However, you can pay cash at any store 

showing the PayPoint Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Don't let your child miss out 
on school milk after their 5th 

birthday 
  

When your child turns 5, your child’s supply of 
free milk finishes.  However, if you would like 
to pay for your child to receive milk we have 
made arrangements with Cool Milk to supply 

milk at a subsidised cost. 
 

What you need to do: 
  

Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as 
possible and select "Register your child for 

milk here", then follow the on-screen 
instructions to register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Friday 31st October 2022 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

Class Allocated PE day 
Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Wednesday 

Pine / Cedar Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Maple / Sycamore Maple - Monday & 
Friday 

Sycamore - Friday 
Juniper Monday & Friday 

Ash / Elm Thursday 
Oak Swimming on 

Tuesday 

Class Outdoor Learning 
Day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 
Hazel  / Hawthorn Wednesday 

Pine / Cedar Tuesday 
Maple / Sycamore Maple - Tuesday 

Sycamore - Friday 
Juniper Thursday 

Ash / Elm Ash - Monday 
Elm - Friday 

Oak Friday 

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 

Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for 

both. You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is 
greater, but not if the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by 
HMRC to be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax 
Credit (unless in respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 
or Year 2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 

 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to 

fund valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 

periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals


 
Friendship means to have trust and 

support with other people. As we 
approach the summer holidays and 
move on to a new school year group 

you may want to let your friends know 
how much they mean to you and that 

you support them.  

Activates to Try: 
 

Tell one of your friends why you trust 
them and why you like being friends.  

 
Schedule time in your week to check in 

on your important friends. This is a 
very good way to keep connected and 
make sure you and your friends stay 
connected when life gets busy.  

 
If you want to make friends take a look 

at this link - https://
www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/
friends-relationshipssex/friends/top-tips
-making-friends/  

Parents and carers invited to join SEND webinar on 
speech and language provision 

 
Warwickshire County Council is hosting another special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) webinar on 

Tuesday 19 July on the topic of Speech and 
Language Provision. 

 
There can be many reasons why a young person may 
have a Speech, Language and Communication Need 

(SLCN). It may be due to physical difficulties such as a 
cleft palate or a hearing impairment, or it could be linked 

to other developmental conditions such as Autism. In 
some cases, there is no obvious cause. 

 
Whatever the reason for a SLCN, it’s important that 
children and young people receive timely support to 
improve their overall development and educational 
outcomes. This webinar will provide parents and 

carers with a better understanding of the different levels 
of speech and language therapy support and how to 

access this for their child. It will also be an opportunity to 
share feedback on the current provision to help inform 

and improve future support across Warwickshire. 
   

The webinar takes place on  
 Tuesday 19 July, 1pm - 2pm  

 
You can register to attend at: https://bit.ly/

SpeechLanguageProvision  
 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/friends-relationshipssex/friends/top-tips-making-friends/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/friends-relationshipssex/friends/top-tips-making-friends/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/friends-relationshipssex/friends/top-tips-making-friends/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/friends-relationshipssex/friends/top-tips-making-friends/
https://bit.ly/SpeechLanguageProvision
https://bit.ly/SpeechLanguageProvision




What’s on … 

July 2022            

11 Monday Day Reports Out 

12 Tuesday Day Reception visit to Play Village 

13 Wednesday PM Parent Open Evening 3.30-5.30pm drop-in 

15 Friday PM Summer Fete 

18 Monday 9.00am Leavers Assembly - year 6 parents/carers 
welcome 

20 Wednesday AM Achievement Assembly 

21 Thursday Day INSET—School Closed to pupils 

21 Thursday Day End of Term 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

Unfortunately, there will be a small increase of 5p in the price of school 
meals effective from 1st September 2022, making the cost of school 

meals £2.40 each. 

(v) Quorn Dippers 
 

(v) Veg Korma 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Flapjack 

Cheese, Crackers 
and Apple 

Pork Sausages 
 

(v) Plant Power 
Balls 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
Homemade 

Banoffee Cake 
with Toffee Drizzle 

Chocolate Swirl 
Mousse 

Roast Pork or 
Gammon 

 
(v) Quorn Roast 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
Homemade 

Strawberry Slice 
with Custard 

 

Pasta Bolognaise 
 

(v) Veggie Hot 
Dog 

 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Homemade 
Jammy Cookie 

Salmon Fishcake 
 

(v) Cheese & 
TomatoPizza 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
Ice Cream Tub 

Homemade Iced 
Sponge with Fruit 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 


