
Writing and Grammar   
INTENT  
The overarching aim for teaching writing is to motive children and raise their self-image 
and their confidence as a writer. In doing this, we want children to have a strong 
command of the written word that enables them to express themselves emotionally, 
creatively and academically. We aim to promote high standards of language and 
literacy which includes: a wide range of sophisticated vocabulary, an understanding of 
spelling and grammar and a knowledge of linguistic conventions for writing. We 
develop writing skills so that our pupils have the stamina and ability to write at or above 
the age expected standard.   
 
  
IMPLEMENTATION  
We follow the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach build around seven key drivers: 
 

1. Provide a rich, experiential and imaginative curriculum.  
2. Motivate to raise children’s self-image as a writer.   
3. Raise the importance of, reading as the basis for the best writing.  
4. Learn and develop texts orally.  
5. Contextualise teaching of phonics, spelling and grammar through 

creative games and short burst writing  
6. Shared and Guided writing – teacher as model  
7. Use formative assessment and effective feedback  

 
To provide a rich, experimental and imaginative curriculum and to motivate children 
as writers, we use a range of hooks including: ‘Setting the scene’, drama and role play; 
use of film and imagery. By using well-chosen, inspiring stimuli, we enable children to 
develop and exchange more creative ideas.  
 
Alongside, the school’s other reading approaches, ‘Talk for Writing’ acknowledges the 
power of reading and of being a reader. Parts of the ‘Talk for Writing’ learning 
sequence encourages children to ‘think as a reader’ and to understand the effects 
created through an author’s specific vocabulary and grammar choices. When writing, 
children are taught to draw that learning by: ‘thinking as a writer’, adapting modelled 
choices and using them to have an effect on their reader.     
  
Through ‘text-mapping’ and oral rehearsal, children learn, and can recite, modelled 
texts containing skills pitched above their age related expectations. The language 
becomes internalised and allows the even the most reluctant to see themselves as a 
writer when the model is rewritten with relative ease. Children progress by identifying 
patterns and toolkits for text types. They then apply the patterns and tools but adapt 
language choice until they have their own, original text with content, structure and 
high-level vocabulary.  
 
‘Talk for Writing’ implements creative games and ‘short-burst’ writing to contextualise 
the teaching of phonics, spelling and grammar. With a ‘fun but focused’ and repetitive 
approach, children practise, adapt and master spelling and grammar patterns and their 
effect to apply in longer, sustained writing. Once patterns and effects are mastered, 
the correct grammatical terminology is applied to ensure children are or above their 
age related expectations for national grammar assessments.  



Writing, modelled and shared by the teacher throughout the learning sequence, is 
essential to ensure that the learned text, grammatical patterns and tool kits are applied 
and adapted. Modelled writing consolidates the teaching of handwriting, spelling and 
grammar whilst showing children how to adapt learning to create new and original 
pieces.  
  
Handwriting sessions are taught explicitly and also incorporated into English lessons 
as part of the modelled work and through feedback. A range of extra activities are 
used to promote literacy within the school including World Book Day, National Poetry 
Day and author visits.   
  
IMPACT  
Throughout each lesson formative assessment takes place and feedback is given to 
the children as they: learn a text, experiment with language patterns or complete a 
short write. The repetitive nature of learning the text, adapting sentences in games; 
revisiting skills in short writes provides teachers with the opportunity to reinforce 
learning and pupils with the opportunity to correct errors and try again.  
 
Teachers review pupils’ work outside of lessons and use highlighters to help focus 
feedback: 

 Green ~ Successful application of skills 

 Pink ~ Spelling error  

 Blue ~ Grammar error 
 
Teachers note errors and select the most appropriate method of feedback. Feedback 
methods include: independent written comments, independent verbal comments, 
specific intervention or adaptations in whole class teaching.   
 
During and after shorter and longer writes, children are taught to edit using ‘green 
editing pen’ to show improvement. Through independent, paired and teacher-
supported editing, children identify and spelling and grammar errors.  
 
 
Summative assessments take place throughout the year and teachers record the 
progress and attainment against the National Curriculum expectations of attainment. 
Target Tracker is used to record and monitor attainment and progress. Teachers use 
this information to inform future lessons; ensuring children are supported and 
challenged appropriately. The teaching of Writing is also monitored on a termly basis 
through book scrutinies, learning walks and lesson observations.  
  
Final end of year assessments are made using assessment criteria that has been 
developed in line with the national curriculum and Target Tracker. Thus identifying the 
level in which the child is working.  
  
We regularly attend Standards' Meetings with the local consortia and Local Authority 
to discuss standards wider than just our school community. In addition to the 
Standards' Meetings, we also meet as a consortia share work between schools, as 
well as participate in shared moderation workshops at various points in the year.  
  



In our school, we carry out regular and consistent learning walks and book monitoring 
to measure the impact and assess the implementation of our curriculum.  
  
Our aim is to achieve a GLD (Good Level of Development) in EYFS in line with national 
standards, and be at or above the national standard in the Phonics Screening in Year 
1 and in the KS1 and 2 National Tests.   
   
It is intended that every child in our school travels on their learning journey with a love 
for writing that will last a lifetime. We are confident that our pupils have developed the 
knowledge and skills that will help them as they continue on to secondary school 
 


