
No.  02 16 September 2022 

Dear Parents / Carers,  
 

Our new Reception children have completed their first week of school. They seem to have 
really settled in well, with lots of happy faces at the end of their sessions. The children 

stayed for their first lunchtime on Thursday. We were amazed with how well they did and 
pleased to see many empty plates at the end of lunch!  Today has been their first full-day at 

school to prepare them all for a full-week next week.  We thank all of our Reception parents for their 
support in helping the children settle in and it has been lovely to welcome so many 
new families to Whitnash.  The Reception staff have requested that we remind all 

parents to name children's school jumpers, cardigans, coats and water bottles. 
Please can we also request that parents ensure their children have been to the 

toilet before coming to school. This will really help settle children into the morning 
carpet routine and ensure getting ready at the end of the day runs even more 

smoothly.  
 

As you are aware, the school has introduced a varied range of clubs for this Autumn 
Term. We confess to have introduced these quickly during the first week to maximise 
the number of sessions children can have over the term. We appreciate this has been 
a fast turnaround, meaning we have played catch-up with the Parent Pay system and 

we thank parents for their patience and understanding. With the pandemic causing 
such difficulties with providing clubs, we are delighted to be able to offer our children such a full repertoire 

of after-school/extra-curricular activities again.   
 

On the subject of extra-curricular activities and enrichment, we are also pleased to be able to tell you about 
a new playground initiative we are introducing this academic year. This week our lunchtime staff, teachers 
and teaching assistants have embarked on training for a physical activity programme called 'Move it'. This 

initiative involves teaching our children new playground games and providing new ideas for teachers to 
support our PE curriculum. This week Year 6 were shown these games as an introduction to developing 
Playleaders within Year 6 to teach younger children in school. This programme will involve a number of 

follow up sessions with our 'Move it' provider, Jan Dossett. She will also be in school to oversee the 
implementation of this programme. The principle behind the initiative is to 

promote greater physical activity for our children and encourage collaborative 
and structured play activities children can enjoy.  It is evident from the training 

that our staff are certainly an enthusiastic and competitive bunch! If the children 
enjoy the games half as much as the staff, we are onto a winner!! 

 
Today, all children have enjoyed a Poetry focus day in school. The whole of KS1 and 2 have had a 

tremendous time with our visiting poet, Ian Bland.  He has entertained us with his performance poetry, and 
he has also delivered a series of workshops to each of the year groups.  The children have really enjoyed 

the experience and have produced and performed their own poems. 
 

As you are aware Monday 19th September is now an official Bank 
Holiday for the Queen's funeral. This means that the school will be 

closed on Monday to staff and pupils. 
 

Wishing you all an extra long, restful weekend. 
 

Mrs Ellison 
Headteacher 



Whitnash Primary School needs a new parent governor just like YOU! 
 

School governors have a vital role to play in making sure all pupils at our school receive 
the highest possible standard of education and are enabled to achieve their full potential.  

 

As a Parent Governor……. 
 

 You will bring a parental view to the work of the governing body. 
 You will be actively involved in making decisions affecting your child’s school. 
 You will be actively helping to make our school successful. 
 You will be rewarded by knowing that you are making a real difference and doing 

something positive for the next generation. 
 

If you would like to find out more about this vital role please contact the Head teacher at  
ellison.d@welearn365.com or telephone 01926 426773 

 
Alternatively leaflets explaining more about the role are available from the school office. 

 
The closing date for expressions of interest is Friday 23rd September 2022 

 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Hi Everyone, 
 

It's been another strange week.  
 

I had been warned that some little people were 
arriving in school on Monday, but I didn't realise there 

would be so many! Lots and lots of smiling little people coming through the school 
to see the teachers in the new classrooms. Lots of happy big people with them as 
well, a few of them shouting 'I'm free!' as they left the building. I'm not sure why - 

maybe you usually have to pay for them? 
 

On Tuesday, I decided to show off my best daredevil ninja 
skills by climbing on the desk, cupboards and bookcases in 

Mrs Ellison's Office when no one was looking. I got told 
off.  Apparently that's not allowed. Spoil sports.  

 
Then on Wednesday, everyone in school was singing to me. 

Something about my 4th birthday? I'm not quite sure what that 
means but I was given a card that I could eat, a new toy for 
me to chew and some treats, so it's got to be a good thing. Someone made a 

comment about me already being grey and wrinkly. That's not funny - although 
they did say that I look more like my dad now. That is funny.  

 
Have a lovely weekend. I shall be stopping everyone watching the football on 

TV  tonight by snoring through the entire second half.  
 

Blue  



Achievements this Week 

Hazel – The Whole Class 
Hazel class have settled really well into Year 1.  
They have settled quickly and are learning the 

new routines.  They are so sensible and grown-
up.  Well done Hazel Class, what an amazing 

start to the school year.  Keep it up.  We are so 
proud of you. 

Hawthorn – The Whole Class 
Well done Hawthorn for settling into year one 
so well, we are so proud of you and you have 

all been working really hard, keep it up! 

Pine –  Bowie 
For a fantastic start to the year. Bowie has 
shown super positive learning behaviours 

including; listening carefully, settling down to 
work really quickly and being respectful to all. 

Well done Bowie! 

Cedar – Matei 
For settling is so well this week, making lots of 
new friends and showing great manners and 

kindness to everyone. 

Maple – Phoebe 
A massive well done to Phoebe who after six 
weeks off has had a fantastic start to Year 3! 
Miss Hawkins can always rely on Phoebe to 

always be listening and completing her task to 
the best of her ability. She also has shown a kind 

and caring nature towards her peers and staff. 
Keep it up Phoebe! 
Sycamore – Jack 

Jack has made a brilliant start to Year 3! He has 
worked hard all week and demonstrated mature 

behaviour throughout. Great effort Jack. 
Juniper – Savannah 

Well done Savannah for returning to school with 
a positive attitude to learning. Savannah has 
been resilient throughout all her weekly tasks 

and showed excellent collaboration with others. 
Keep up the good work! 

Chestnut – Zara & Jessica-Rose 
For showing real resilience each morning and 

coming into school with a smile on your face that 
has lasted all day! Well done for sharing your 
feelings on the first day and acting on the help 

offered.  You both are stars! 
Ash – Cassie 

Cassie has started life in Year 5 in an incredible 
way. She has drawn a super story map and 

pushed herself in maths too. I am so impressed 
with your first week, Cassie and can't wait to see 

your confidence grow 
Oak – Kavish 

For having an excellent work ethic and always 
trying his best in every lesson. He has made a 

wonderful start to the year. 
Rowan – Arunjeet 

Arunjeet has made a phenomenal start to year 6. 
He is a polite, respectful and hardworking 

member of Rowan class and an excellent role 
model to all pupils at Whitnash Primary School. 

Well done Arunjeet! 
 

SWIMMING 
 

JUNIPER—Tuesdays 
 

The first class to go is Juniper—Year 4. 
Parent Pay has been set up for payments. 

 
 

Breakfast Club & Tree Tops 
 

Please remember that payment needs to be 
made in advance for each half term. 

 
If you need a bar code printed to enable you 
to pay cash at any Pay Point, please ask the 

school office. 
 
 
 



Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / 
Hawthorn 

Tuesday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Monday & Tuesday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
(Swimming) & 
Wednesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Oak - Monday & 
Thursday 
Rowan - Tuesday & 
Thursday 

Please ensure that children wear the correct PE 
kit, suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons 

and playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie.  

Please ensure that all PE kit is plain or has the 
school badge on it. Brand logos are permitted 
but must be small. Other colours and football 

shirts may not to be worn. 

Day Club Year 
Group 

Cost Places 
Available 

Dates running   

Monday Dance/
Gymnastics 

Year 2 £23.10 30 12.09.22-12.12.22 11 weeks 

Tuesday 

Multi-Skills Year 1 £27.30 20 13.09.22-13.12.22 13 weeks 

Football Years 5/6 £27.30 Unlimited 13.09.22-13.12.22 13 weeks 

Music Makers Year 3 £27.30 20 13.09.22-13.12.22 13 weeks 

Wednesday Rock Band Years 5/6 £27.30 20 14.09.22-14.12.22 13 weeks 

Thursday Basket Ball Year 4 £27.30 20 15.09.22-15.12.22 13 weeks 

After School Clubs  
 

We still have places in our after school clubs.  Here is a reminder the list of clubs for the Autumn term.  
All clubs run from 3.15pm – 4.15pm.  If you would like your child to take part, please let the office know. 

The FULL amount for the term MUST be paid to enable your child to participate in the club. 

 
 
 

 
 

This is what is the classes will be cooking for 
This term.  I hope you have all being 

enjoying your children’s cooking so far! 

12/09/2022  Ginger Shortbread  Hazel  

19/09/2022  Oatcakes  Chestnut  

26/09/2022  
Coconut & BB 
Squares  

Juniper  

03/10/2022  Baked Samosas  Cedar  

10/10/2022  Parkin  Hawthorn  

17/10/2022  Spanakopita  Sycamore  

31/10/2022  Welsh Cakes  Rowan  

07/11/2022  Naan Bread  Maple  

14/11/2022  Winter Berry Trifle  Pine  

21/11/2022  Veggie Toad  Oak  

28/11/2022  Mince Pies  Ash  



We are starting up our weekly maths challenge again for you to try at home. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 
 
Here are 5 sheep.  They each have a 
number. 
 
 Which 2 sheep would make the smallest 

number if they stood next to each other? 
(Not added together but read from left to 
right) 

 
 Which 2 sheep would make the largest 

number? 
 
 

 
 
 
Miss Giles is cooking for a party.  
 
The pie needs 450 minutes in the oven and 
then needs to stand for 15 minutes to cool 
before serving.  
 
The potatoes need an hour in the oven to cook 
and the carrots need 15 minutes. The peas 
only need 3 minutes.  
 
If Miss Giles leaves herself 5 minutes to serve 
the food to her friends and she wants them to 
eat at 6:00 p.m., can you draw lines to join the 
food to the time she needs to start cooking it? 
 
 

1 

5 

7 

4 

9 

Outdoor learning days 
'Fresh Air Fridays' 

 
Outdoor Learning is changing a little bit this year. This year the children will be taking part in 

'Fresh Air Fridays'. Instead of having different outdoor learning days, every Friday ALL 
classes will be having one of their lessons delivered outside. As before, teachers will be 

delivering curriculum learning, just in a more creative way outdoors.  
 

All children must bring into school a named pair of wellies 
and a warm coat every Friday. Wellies can be kept in 

school in the class welly box if this is preferred. Please also 
ensure that as the weather gets colder that your child has 

extra warm clothing such as a hat, scarf and gloves on 
colder days.  



PARENT PAY 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.  Even though we have minor 
problems now and then, this continues to be an 

invaluable system which makes us able to 
process payment in a totally secure way.   

 
Parent Pay is not only a system for paying 

in money, it is also our main source for 
communication with parents and carers 

and we would not want you to miss 
important information 

 
If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
If you need another activation letter, please ask 

at the main school office. 
 

Don't let your child miss out on school 
milk after their 5th birthday 

  
When your child turns 5, your 

child’s supply of free milk 
finishes.  However, if you would 

like to pay for your child to 
receive milk we have made 

arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at 
a subsidised cost of just 22p per day. 

 
What you need to do: 

  
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as possible 
and select "Register your child for milk here", 

then follow the on-screen instructions to 
register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

 

Tips for appreciation: 
1. Say thank you to someone who has helped 

you or write a letter to someone you love and 
appreciate. 

2. Write an appreciation letter to yourself by 
using positive affirmations, use this link to 
help you - https://www.thedailyshifts.com/
blog/gratitude-affirmations-to-feelcalm-happy-
and-centered  

Appreciation is 
recognising and 

expressing enjoyment 
for the good qualities 

someone has. 
Recognising someone's worth can show them 

how grateful you are for them. The more 
appreciation we give, the more positive 

someone can feel.  
“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like 

wrapping a present and not giving it.” – William 
Arthur Ward.  

INSET DAYS 
 
Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com
https://www.thedailyshifts.com/blog/gratitude-affirmations-to-feelcalm-happy-and-centered
https://www.thedailyshifts.com/blog/gratitude-affirmations-to-feelcalm-happy-and-centered
https://www.thedailyshifts.com/blog/gratitude-affirmations-to-feelcalm-happy-and-centered


Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 

Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 

 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 

valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 

periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals


What’s on … 

September 2022 

19 Monday DAY Bank Holiday 

20 Tuesday 10.30am Juniper Swimming 2/6 

21 Wednesday AM Year 5 to Jephson Gardens 

27 Tuesday DAY Photographer - Individual Photos 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

 Get your child a tasty nutritious meal every day. 
 Save over £400 a year and hours of time on making packed lunches. 
 Our school gets over £1,300 for every registered pupil. 

 
To find out if you are eligible go to: 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

For menu information go to:  www.educaterers.co.uk 

Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza  

 
(v) Veggie Korma 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Cracknel 

Pork Sausage  
 

(v) Veggie 
Chinese Style 

Meatballs  
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Chocolate or 
Strawberry 

Mousse 
(v) Homemade 
Fruity Flapjack 

Roast Beef 
 
 

(v) Quorn Roast 
 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Iced Sponge with 

Sprinkles and 
Custard 

Chicken Fajita 
Wrap 

 
(v) Mac ‘n’ 

Cheese 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Jelly with Fruit 
(v) Homemade 

Carrot and 
Orange Cookie 

 

Breaded Fish 
Fingers 

 
(v) Breaded 

Veggie Fingers 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Cheddar 
Cheese, 

Crackers & Apple 
Slices 

(v) Ice Cream 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
http://www.educaterers.co.uk

